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XXI.— Winter Notes from Morocco. 
By Capt. 8. G. Rei. 


In December 1884 and January 1885 Capt. Gould (late of 
the Royal Engineers) and I, prevented from visiting more 
promising localities by the certainty or probability of cholera- 
quarantine, found ourselves once more in our familiar 
hunting-grounds in Morocco. During our wanderings in 
search of sport (which was, unfortunately, very indifferent 
and much interfered with by bad weather) I made a few notes 
on the birds met with; and some of the species being rare, if 
not previously unrecorded, in Morocco, I have ventured to 
prepare the following list of them for publication in ‘The 
This,’ 

I fear the number of species included in this list is not 
very great; we should doubtless have added a good many 
more to it if we had not been so engrossed in the pursuit of 
the Snipe and Ducks. Among the few good things obtained 
or examined in Olcese’s collection at Tangier, I am pleased to 
be able to record specimens of Ruticilla moussieri, Cyanecula 
wolfi (found wintering in considerable numbers), Sitta cesia 
(not previously recorded), Coccothraustes vulgaris, Fringilla 
celebs, Garrulus glandarius x cervicalis (the first Jay obtained 


in Morocco), Asio otus, and Francolinus bicalcaratus, 
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1. TURDUS VISCIVORUS. 

In Mr. Tyrwhitt-Drake’s “ List of the Birds of Tangier 
and Eastern Moroeco” (Ibis, 1867, p. 426) this species is 
included in a bracket with Z. musicus and T. merula as “ very 
common ;”’ but Col. Irby (Ornith. Gibr.) merely quotes from 
Vavier’s MS. to the effect that it oecurs near Tangier “ always 
singly and very sparingly, in company with T. musicus cn 
passage ;” and though I have paid several visits to Moroeco, 
T never met with it there. I think therefore that the words 
“on passage” or “during migration” should have been 
added in Mr. Drake’s list; for though a pair remained to nest 
near Tangicr (the nest, with two eggs, having been taken) in 
the spring of 1884, this was looked upon as a most unusual 
oeeurrence by Favier’s successor, Oleesc, who showed me 
the eggs as great rarities. 


2. TuRDUS MUSICUS. 
Very common in the wild olive-trees everywhere. 


3. TURDUS ILIACUS. 

Very rare, apparently. Favier only obtained two speci- 
mens (Irby, op. cit. p. 74). Oleese showed me another, killed 
near Tangier in the winter of 1884-85. 


4. TURDUS MERULA. 
Common everywhere. 


5. PRATINCOLA RUBICOLA. 
Abundant in all suitable loealities. 


6. RUTICILLA MOUSSIER}. 
Oleese has a specimen obtained near Tangier in May 
1884*, 


7. CYANECULA WOLFI. 

recorded by Mr. Tyrwhitt-Drake as “ not rare,” but only 
obtained four times by Favier. J found these birds wintering 
in considerable numbers on the rnshy margin of the lake of 
Masharalhaddar, my attention being first called to them 
by their hvely movements and by the peeuliar way in which 


* (Saunders has received examples from the same locality.—Eop. ] 
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they elevated their tails when settled on the ground. I 
obtained one or two specimens for identification, and saw 
many others, only finding them, however, among the rushes 
and reeds near the water’s edge. 


8. ERITHACUS RUBECULA. 

Common. I was rather surprised to meet with this bird 
in the thickest parts of the “sotos” in the Laraish valley, 
where the water was over a foot deep under the tangled 
bushes. 


9. SYLVIA MELANOCEPHALA. 
Numerous in the wild olive-groves aud in the cork-serub 
on the hills. 


10. MELIZOPHILUS UNDATUS. 
Not uncommon in the thick serub at the foot of the hills. 


11. PHYLLoscorUs RUFUS. 

Common in the stunted cork-trees on the hills and in the 
groves of wild olive-trees round the “ santos ” or tombs, so 
frequently met with in Morocco. 


12. PHYLLOSCOPUS TROCHILUS. 
Obtained in the “sotos” in the Laraish valley. 


13. CETTIA SERICEA. 
Commonly heard, not often seen, in the thick clumps of 
bushes in the “ sotos,” or wooded swamps. 


14. CISTICOLA CURSITANS. 
Very common. 


15. PARUS TENERIFFA. 
Common, especially in the olive-groves at Aiacha. 


16. PARUS MAJOR. 
A smail gathering among some large tamarisk-trees in the 
Laraish valley. Not observed elsewhere. 


17. SITTA CÆSIA. 

Olcese obtained five or six specimens from the “ montañas,” 
or low hills, near Tangier. These are the first recorded 
from Morocco, where neither Mr. Tyrwhitt-Drake nor Col. 


Irby observed them. 
s2 
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18. TROGLODYTES PARVULUS. 
Abundant. 


19. MOTACILLA ALBA. 
Numerous everywhere. 


20. MOTACILLA LUGUBRIS. 
Frequently seen on newly-ploughed land, and one obtained 
for identification. 


21. MOTACILLA SULPHUREA. 
22. BUDYTES FLAVUS. 
Common, and specimens obtained. 


23. ANTHUS PRATENSIS. 

Only too common. These birds proved a constant source 
of irritation to me, and I vented my wrath in fervent wishes 
that Cuckoos might lay their eggs in all their nests in spring. 
I hope I am not singular in my dislike of the miserable 
squeaking little wretches. I shot one out of a small party of 
four or five on the top of a very high tree near our camp in 
the Tzelatza valley. 


24, ANTHUS CAMPESTRIS. 
I obtained two males from Olcese, which he had killed on 
the “ Marshan,” an open plain near his house, in May 1884. 


25. PycNONOTUS BARBATUS. 
Abundant, and very noisy and inquisitive, in the thick 
bushes, both in gardens and “ sotos.” 


26. LANIUS ALGERIENSIS. 

Invariably met with wherever there were patches of thick 
bush affording shelter. They are to be seen a long way off 
as they sit perched on the topmost twigs. 


27. TELEPHONUS ERYTHROPTERUS. 
Only one observed, in some dense cork-serub, in the Tze- 
latza valley ; very shy. 


28. CoTILE RUPESTRIS. 
Seen in considerable numbers in the Laraish valley on two 


consecutive warm sunny days, but not at any other time or 
place. 
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29. CARDUELIS ELEGANS. 
Very abundant, in flocks, on the plains. . 


30. SERINUS HORTULANUS. 
Flocks of this bird met with in the Tzelatza valley. 


31. CoccoTHRAUSTES VULGARIS. 

Undoubtedly rare in Morocco. Olcese had one skin, now 
im my possession, obtained recently near Tangier. It is 
somewhat strange that so few should occur here, while the 
bird is so common across the Straits in Spain. 


32. PASSER DOMESTICUS. 
Common. 


33. FRINGILLA CÆLEBS. 

Not obtained by Mr. Tyrwhitt-Drake or Col. Irby. I 
found them tolerably numerous in one place in the Tzelatza 
valley and obtained specimens, being rather surprised to 
hear their familiar pink-pink there. Olcese obtained a male 
near Tangier lately, now in my collection. 


34. FRINGILLA SPODIOGENA. 
Common everywhere, their note, tzak-tzak-tzak, being very 
striking. 


35. LINOTA CANNABINA. 
Not uncommon. 


36. EMBERIZA MILIARIA. 
In flocks on all the plains. 


37. EMBERIZA SCHŒNICLUS. 
Numerous at the lake of Masharalhaddar, in the rushes 
near the water, where I obtained several specimens. 


38. STURNUS VULGARIS. 
39. STURNUS UNICOLOR. 
Common. 


40. PYRRHOCORAX GRACULUS. 
Olcese recently obtained a number from Tetuan. Not ob- 


served by myself. 
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41. GARRULUS GLANDARIUS X CERVICALIS*. 

Three were obtained near Tangier in February 1883 by 
Oleese, one of which I purchased from him. They were 
shot in the “ montañas” to the east of the town, and are, I 
believe, the first Jays recorded from Morocco. 


42, Corvus MONEDULA. 

Several from near Tetuan, where Mr. Tyrwhitt-Drake met 
with the species in flocks, are in Oleese’s collection. They 
were procured in February 1883. 


43. Corvus TINGITANUS. 

Very common. Usually seen in pairs, but a flock of 
twenty-one passed over us one day. Note, gok, quok, or ok, 
repeated two or three times, according to individual faney. 


44, ALAUDA ARVENSIS. 
Tolerably common. 


45. ALAUDA CRISTATA. 
Very abundant. 


46. CALANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA. 
Common, in flocks. 


47, LULLULA ARBOREA. 

Olcese obtained two, male and female, on the “ Marshan ”’ 
in June 1884. These must have been nesting in the country, 
I imagine. 


* |Capt. Reid has sent us one of these specimens with a request that 
we should determine it for him. It seems to belong to a form intermediate 
between G. cervicalis and GŒ. glandarius, having the striated head of the 
latter and the white eye-region of the former. My. Dresser, who has also 
examined the specimen, writes as follows concerning it :— 

“I have compared the Jay with my series, and find it certainly very fairly 
distinguishable from our European Garrulus glandarius. Tt has the crown 
blacker, the back much greyer, the sides of the head much whiter, and in 
some respects it reminds one of Garrulus cervicalis, but is as different from 
that species as it is from G. glandarius, not having the crown nearly so 
black, and the rufous on the nape in this bird is of a vinous tinge, whereas 
in G. cervicalis it is of a rusty red. I do not think that it is G. minor of 
Verreaux, because Verreaux wrote me that his bird was merely a small 
form of G. glandarius, and I have several specimens of this latter species 
no larger than the Tangier bird.”— Epp. | 


Notes from Morocco. 247 


48. ALCEDO ISPIDA. 
Several times seen in the Laraish valley and near the lake 


of Masharalhaddar. 


49, COCCYSTES GLANDARIUS. 

Though I did not myself come across this species, my 
companion, Capt. Gould, informs me that on a previous 
visit to the lake of Masharalhaddar, in January 1876, 
he saw a flock of about twenty in some old fig-trees near the 
lake, and shot one for identification. The occurrence of 
the birds in such numbers together appears to be rather 
extraordinary. 


50. STRIX FLAMMEA. 

I only once saw this Owl, a single bird flying ont of a 
dense mass of creepers in a “ soto ” almost into my face. Ít 
is stated by Favier to be “nearly as abundant as Athene 
noctua, inhabiting ruins and holes in rocks” (Irby, op. cit. 
p. 56). Their haunts not being likely spots for Snipe and 
Ducks, I naturally did not see very many. 


51. Asio orus. 

One obtained by Olcese im the montanas near Tangier in 
the summer of 1884. This is, I imagine, the first recorded 
example from Morocco (Dresser, B. of Europe, vol. v. p. 25-1). 


52. ASIO CAPENSIS. 
Common. 


53. SYRNIUM ALUCO. 

One disturbed in a snug hollow, overgrown with arbutus, 
myrtle, giant heather, and stunted cork-trees, on the 19th 
December, 1884. Olcese had a specimen, which I obtained 
from him, procured on the montaiias near Tangier. It is 
of the grey varicty alluded to by Col. Irby (op. cit. p. 57). 


54. ATHENE NOCTUA. 

Very common and noisy at night. I once walked close 
past one, uttering its monotonous mewing or crying notes 
in the middle of the day on the exposed branch of a leafless 
tree. 
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55. CIRCUS ARUGINOSUS. 
Cousidering the amount of marshy ground visited, I saw 
very few of these Harriers, and only one was obtained. 


56. CIRCUS CINERACEUS. 
Several met with, chiefly males. 


57. BUTEO DESERTORUM. 
Abundant everywhere. One name the Moors had for it 
was ‘el dieb,” the thief ! 


58. Nisagrus FASCIATUS. 

Frequently seen. When Partridge-shooting one day in 
the Tzelatza valley, one of these Eagles made several magni- 
ficent stoops at our wounded birds, on one oceasion setthng 
in a small tree within thirty yards of the shooting-party. 


59. ACCIPITER NISUS. 

Not uncommon. I shot two in the marshes with my left 
barrel in hot pursuit of Snipe wounded by my right, and 
was not a little surprised to meet with them in such open 
ground. 


60. Mitvus tcrinus. 

These graceful birds often paid a visit to our camp, and 
circled round it for a considerable time. I did not try to 
shoot one; but when in Moroeco in November 1873, I killed 
a beautiful male hovering over our small stock of poultry at 
Sharf-el-Akab. 


6l. MILVUS MIGRANS. 

According to Favier (Irby, op. cit. p. 48) this Kite does not 
remain in the vicinity of Tangier during the winter, but I am 
almost positive I saw several during my recent shooting-trip. 
My companion, Capt. Gould, an excellent observer, agreed 
with me on several occasions that the birds we were looking 
at could be nothing else but Black Kites. We both know 
the bird well in Spain, and can hardly have been mistaken. 
I much regret not having obtained an example to make sure, 
but I did not at the time realize the faet that there was any 
thing unusual in their presence. 
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62. ELANUS CÆRULEUS. 

Though said by Favier to be scarce near Tangier (Olcese 
had two specimens, male and female, in his collection), it is 
eertainly common enough down the coast to the south-west. 
Near Laraish and the lake of Masharalhaddar it was fre- 
quently seen suspended like a Kestrel over the open marshes. 
We saw Kestrels, by the way, on several occasions sadly 
tormenting these pretty little Kites, which appear to be most 
peaceful and inoffensive birds. 


63. FALCO rELDEGGI. 

The Lanner was not uncommon, sailing along the hill- 
sides and passing high over our heads m its impetuous course. 
I shot a splendid old male at Aiacha on the 17th January, 
1885. 


64. FALCO ÆSALON. 

Seen once or twice. I had to apply a dose of No. 8 shot 
one afternoon to a bold little fellow who carried off a dead 
Snipe under my very nose. He dropped the bird and dashed 
off, apparently none the worse. 


65. TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUS. 
Very common everywhere. 


66. TINNUNCULUS CENCHRIS. 
Met with near Laraish, also at Aiacha, where a good many 


flew past us as we were Partridge-shooting, one of which 
I shot. 


67. PANDION HALIAETUS. 

One seen at the lake of Masharalhaddar on the 29th De- 
cember, 1884, another in the Straits, near Tangier, on the 
25th January, 1885. 


68. PHALACROCORAX CARBO. 


A good many at Masharalhaddar on the 29th December, 
1884. 


69. SULA BASSANA. 
Common between Gibraltar and Tangier. 
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70. ARDEA CINEREA. 
Tolerably numerous. 


71. ARDEA BUBULCUS. 

Very common everywhere. I eame across a group of 
twenty or thirty stick-nests in a thieket in one of the “ sotos ” 
in the Bon-Safi valley, which must have belonged to these 


birds. 


72. ARDEA GARZETTA. 
Only once satisfactorily identified—at Masharalhaddar, 


where I crept through the rushes to within a few yards of 
one before it took flight, the black legs and bill being un- 


mistakable. 


73. BorauRvs STELLA RIS. 
Very common, though more often heard than seen, 


74. CiCONIA ALBA. 
A familiar object in the marshy plains. 


75. PLEGADIS FALCINELLUS. 
Undoubtedly breeds, or has bred, near Tetuan ; for Oleese 


has received the eggs from that district. 


76. PH@NICOPTERUS ROSEUS. 
A large gathering, perhaps a thousand, at the lake of 


Masharalhaddar at the end of December, ranged in lines of 
fifty or more together in the shallow water, and very shy. 


77. MARECA PENELOPE. 
In countless numbers at Masharalhaddar. Common also 


in the Koos river above Laraish. 


78. DAFILA ACUTA. 
Gould and I both identified a small flock of these Ducks 


at Masharalhaddar, but could not get within shot of them. 


79. ANAS BOSCAS. 

80. QuERQUEDULA CRECCA. 

81. SPATULA CLYPEATA, 

Common, especially in the Laraish valley. 
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82. COLUMBA PALUMBUS. 
Not uncommon in the Tzelatza valley, but not seen in any 
great numbers. 


83. COLUMBA LIVIA. 

A large floek frequented a grove of leafless trees in the 
Tzclatza valley. Many also seen at Aiacha. 

We did not meet with C. enas during our visit. 


84. FRANCOLINUS BICALCARATUS. 

Though this bird has been received from Mogador, and 
appears to be common there, it is an interesting faet that 
Olcese received a consignment of six live ones from near Casa 
Blanea this winter, and tried hard to keep them alive. They 
all died, however, probably from the unusual severity of the 
winter, and were converted into skins, one of which I brought 
home with me. 


85. CaccaBIS PETROSA. 

One ean hardly find any thing new to say about such a 
well-known species as this; but it may interest sporting as 
well as ornithological readers to hear that the eoveys we met 
with on this occasion consisted on an average of cight or 
ten birds, some being as many as twelve or even thirteen in 
number ; also that the birds we shot appeared to be unusually 
large and heavy (one weighing 13 !b.), and proved to be eg- 
cellent eating, notwithstanding all that has been said to the 
contrary. 


86. COTURNIX COMMUNIS. 

Our shooting-grounds did not lie in places suited to the 
Quail, and, though doubtless not uncommon, we only once 
met with the species in the Tzelatza valley, where I shot a 
solitary bird among some dry thistle-beds. 


87. TURNIX SYLVATICA. 

Not identified during our visit; but I include this species 
in my list as, on a former occasion, in November 1873, 
I shot several at Sharf-cl-Akab, about twelve miles from 
Tangier. 
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88. PoRPHYRIO C.ERULEUS. 

We were very much astonished at not seeing this bird in 
the marshes and “‘ sotos,” especially as we very often heard 
its eall-note. The Moors invariably concluded that we could 
only be fools enough to flounder about in the mud and water 
in pursuit of this handsome bird ; they do not sce the object 
of shooting such a miserable little ercature as a Snipe. The 
local name of the Purple Waterlien varied from “ Kazeid ” 
to “ Kongeid,” and we never heard the name “ Kazir,” given 
by Favier (Irby, op. cit. p. 146). 

89. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS. 

Tolerably common. Jt is somewhat odd that we never 
obtained any Rails or Crakes, and only saw one bird belong- 
ing to the family, probably Porzana maruetta, at Masharal- 
haddar. 


90. GRUS COMMUNIS. 

A good many seen, usually on the wing in small flocks, 
very noisy. 

91. GRUS VIRGO. 

A pair of birds seen on several oceasions by Capt. Gould 
and myself when Duck-shooting in the marshes in the Laraish 
valley were unhesitatingly recorded in my diary under the 
above head. I do not think we could have been mistaken, 
as the birds passed within 200 yards of us once or twice; still, 
sceing is not believing, and the bird being apparently of rare 
occurrence in Moroeeo, I ean only give the note for what it 
may be worth. 


92. OTIS TARDA. 

Oleese has a small specimen, a female, obtained recently 
ucar Tangier. Capt. Gould informs me that in January 
1875 he saw and vainly pursued three Great Bustards near 
Masharalhaddar. 


93. CEpICNEMUS SCOLOPAX. 

Common on the plains in small flocks. Onec seen in a 
larger flock of about fifty birds. 

94. CHARADRIUS PLUVIALIS. 

Very common on the plains. 
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95. SQUATAROLA HELVETICA. 
One obtained from Olcese, a male, in perfeet summer 
plumage, had been shot near Tangier on the 20th June, 1883. 


96. VANELLUS VULGARIS. 
Very abundant everywhere. 


97. HIMANTOPUS CANDIDUS. 

Favier states (Irby, op. cit. p. 164) that this bird is not 
found near Tangier. I shot three in November 1873 in the 
marshes at Sharf-el-Akab, only twelve miles from Tangier. 


98. SCOLOPAX RUSTICULA. 
99. GALLINAGO C@LESTIS. 


100. Limnocrypres GALLINULA, 
Common in suitable places. 


101. T’RINGOIDES ITYPOLEUCUS. 


Frequently seen, especially on the banks of the tidal river 
Koos, near Laraish. 


102. HELODROMAS OCIIROPUS. 
We met with the Green Sandpiper repeatedly. 


103. TOTANUS CALIDRIS. 


Abundant in the Laraish valley, and universally dis- 
tributed. 


104. LIMOSA ÆGOCEPHALA. 


Only one recorded by us, in a small freshwater lagoon 
near El Hemis. 


105. NUMENIUS ARQUATA, 


Very common at Masharalhaddar, also in the Laraish 
valley. 


106. NUMENIUS TENUIROSTRIS. 

Abundant in the Laraish valley, where I obtained speci- 
mens from flocks numbering from twenty to a hundred. 
Numerous flocks also met with at Masharalhaddar. The 
note is like that of N. arquata (“ cur-wee, cur-wee ”), but not 
so loud or musical. 
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We did not identify the Whimbrel, N. phæopus, during 
our stay. Favier is donbtless correct in stating that it does 
not remain in the vicinity of Tangier during the winter. 


107. STERNA FLUVIATILIS. 
A few of these Terns were fishing in the shallow water 
at Masharalhaddar on the 29th December, 1884. 


108. Rissa TRIDACTYLA. 
Common in the Straits in December and January. 


109. Larus ARGENTATUS. 
Common at Gibraltar, also noted at Masharalhaddar. 


110. Larus Fuscus. 
111. Larus RIpIBUNDUS. 
Very abundant. 


112. Larus MINUTUS. 

While vainly endeavouring to get within shot of the swarms 
of Wigcon, Mallard, Teal, &c. at Masharalhaddar in a clumsy 
Moorish boat, built of bundles of reeds and propelled from 
behind by a nude Moor up to his shoulders in the lake, I 
found myself accompanied or, rather, preceded for some dis- 
tance by a flock of about a dozen Little Gulls. I took very 
little notice of them at first, thinking they were L. ridi- 
bundus ; but my attention was soon excited by their small 
size and airy flight, and I watched them carefully, not daring, 
unfortunately, to shoot one, for fear of spoiling my chance 
at the Ducks. They passed sometimes within a few yards of 
the boat. 


113. PROCELLARIA LEUCORRHOA. 
Olecse has a specimen of the Fork-tailed Petrel, recently 
picked up dead on the beach near Tangier. 


114. PUFFINUS ANGLORUM. 

I noticed a great many Shearwaters, as usual, in the Straits 
on the voyages to and from Tangier, but could not identify 
any to my satisfaction. ‘There seemed, however, to be no 
doubt about this species, and a larger one was certainly 
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P. kuhlii, while (as noticed by Col. Irby) there appeared to 
be another, though what it may be I am unable to suggest. 


115. PODICEPS CRISTATUS. 
Common at Masharalhaddar at the end of December. 


116. PODICEPS NIGRICOLLIS. 
A pair seen in company with P. cristatus at Masharal- 
haddar. 


117. TACHYBAPTES FLUVIATILIS. 
Common at Masharalhaddar and on the river which falls 
into this lake, as wcll as in all other suitable localities. 


118. ALCA TORDA. 
Abundant in Gibraltar Bay and in the Straits. 


XXII.—On the Geographical Distribution of Birds in 
European Russia north of the Caucasus.—Part II. Rapaces 
Nocturnæ*. By M. MENZBIER. 


STRIX FLAMMEA. 

Like the Common Buzzard and Red Kite, the Barn-Owl 
is distributed only throughout the western and south-western 
parts of Russia. 

It is resident in Courland and is not uncommon in Poland, 
but we do not know any thing of its breeding in the Upper 
valley of the Dnieper. According to the testimony of many 
of our ornithologists the Barn-Owl is a rare resident in the 
Governments of Kharkov and Kiev, more commonly distributed 
in the Government of Podolia, and numerous enough in Bessa- 
rabia. East of the last-mentioned locality it only occasionally 
occurs in the steppes of New Russia, probably as far east as 
the Lower Dnieper. In Central Russia this species is a very 
rare resident, except in the Government of Orel, whence it 
strays into the southern part of the Government of Tula. 


SYRNIUM LAPPONICUM. 
The Lapp Owl breeds regularly in the extreme north of 


* Continued from ‘Ibis,’ 1884, p. 315. 


